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This project attempts to develop a new interdisciplinary approach involving both the
musical and literary arts by presenting The Threepenny Opera (Die Dreigroschenoper). It will
be conducted by Music Department (The College of Arts) and Foreign Language and
Literature Department (The College of Humanities and Social Sciences), and will recruit
professional director to train students, set and costume designers, and lighting and sound
specialists. The Threepenny Opera (1928) is an adaptation of John Gay’s The Begger’s Opera,

which is set in 18" century England. It is a joint creation of German playwright Bertolt Brecht
(1898-1956) and the German composer Kurt Julian Weill (1900-1950). Brecht is known for
the theatrical practice of “defamiliarization,” which has had a huge impact on modern theatre.
Brecht’s theories of alienation and epic theatre too are evident in the music of this piece,
initiating a new communication mode between actors and audience. Weill’s composition
imitates opera music with a civilian color, with the addition of many coarse and uncouth
elements. Weill also includes ingredients of Jazz, as his usual practice. Introducing this Jazz
musical onto German theatre then dominated by traditional opera, Brecht and Weill prove to
be a successful team. The show had its premiere in German in 1928. After its critically
acclaimed reception, the production traveled all the way to America.

As a dramatic piece of high theatricality, The Threepenny Opera is an ideal play for training
student actors and to provide a new interpretation of “interdisciplinarity,” going beyond
combining only classical music and song with literature. As Brecht’s works has been adapted
in different languages and performed throughout the 20" century around the world, we are
sure that this production will draw together actors and audience, and its music will touch
people’s heart.
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