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The aim of this project is to engage with the recent scholarship on China’s heritagization. We
focus on the subject of intangible cultural heritage. We discuss the influence of cultural
governance of intangible cultural heritage in China on the heritagized cultural practices and
related communities. Furthermore, we explore the interwoven forces of market and state in
the changing trajectories of China’s intangible cultural heritage practices. Two cases in China
are studies and compared in this project: Stone carving and sculpture in Hui’an (Fang 2019),
and Mazu belief and customs in Putian (Ku 2021; 2018). These two cases, both located in
Fujian Province, are officially listed as National Intangible Heritage in China and are highly
related to local livelihoods. Our findings include the following: First, in the heritagization
processes there emerge material and nonmaterial resources in a changing opportunity
structure related to cultural governance. These resources, however, are not equally distributed
among local communities. Second, the heritagization of livelihoods deeply reshape local
economy and politics. In response, local communities develop various models of cultural
transmission and/or cultural renovation while facing the market forces and state power. This
project conceptualizes the findings of these two case studies in the notion of ‘heritagization of
livelihoods,” and dialogues with the theoretical theme of cultural governance in the heritage
studies.
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‘Religious Development, Heritage Transmission, and Cultural Governance’

Workshop

In Dec. 6 2019, we organized a workshop of ‘Religious Development, Heritage
Transmission, and Cultural Governance’ in National Tsing-Hua University (NTHU).
Professor Selina Ching Chan, Associate Academic Vice President and Professor of
Sociology Department at Hong Kong Shue Yan University, was invited to this
workshop as a keynote speaker and as a discussant to the following two sections
presented by NTHU colleagues working on heritage-related research. Professor Chan
gave us a talk on ‘Heritage Conservation and Ethnic Associations: Cultural
Governance through promoting the Chaozhou Hungry Ghosts Festival in Hong Kong.’
She also gave comments and engaged with the four presenters of this workshop. At
the end of this workshop, we also discussed the possibilities of future cooperation.

Prof. Selina Ching Chan’s talk
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